HEAVEN ON EARTH

by Rick Minnich

Welcome to the Promiséd Land... -j_ A

SYNOPSIS

Branson, Missouri. Some call it the new Nashville or the Las Ve-
gas of the Bible Belt. Over the past ten years, nearly 40 theaters
have shot out of the ground in this once sleepy Ozark Mountain
town of fewer than 4000 inhabitants. Here in America’s heart-
land, country legends and television and stage stars from
yesteryear have reincarnated themselves and offer up good ol'
patriotic, Christian entertainment to six million tourists annually.
HEAVEN ON EARTH follows filmmaker Rick Minnich’s quest to
find the perfect America which Branson promises to be. Seeped
in nostalgia, and wallowing in stars, stripes and neon lights, Bran-
son is populated by such colorful figures as USO pin-up girl Jen-
nifer Wilson, country music star Barbara Fairchild, boy wonder
Matthew Matney, and, of course, Jesus Christ himself in the
bombastic musical “The Promise.” Mixing show numbers, inter-
views, and behind the scenes shots, HEAVEN ON EARTH
weaves a dense portrait of the making of the American myth.
The...
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