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SYNOPSIS
We  owe  the  first  spectacular  underwater  photographs  to  Aus-
trian zoologist Hans Hass, who introduced the general public to
the  underwater  world  for  the  first  time  in  the  1940s.  Who  was
this adventurer and film-maker?
Hans Hass was one of the inventors of underwater photography
in  the  1940s.  His  colour  photos  of  coral  reefs  and  fearsome
sharks introduced the underwater world to a wide audience for
the  first  time.  In  his  1949  film  “Menschen  und  Haie”  (Humans
and  Sharks),  he  portrayed  sharks  as  harmless  sea  creatures
rather  than  clichéd  man-eating  monsters.  A  trip  to  the  French
Riviera as a young man sparked Hass’ enthusiasm for the under-
water  world.  He  made  himself  an  underwater  camera  and  ob-
served sea animals in their natural environment as a free-swim-
ming diver.  This was a radical new approach to marine research
that allowed completely new observations to be made. But how
did a young man from Vienna end up making a groundbreaking
career for himself as a diver, film-maker and…

CAST AND CREW
DIRECTOR Daniela Pulverer

Germany 2023
45 min

FORMAL CATEGORIES
Biographie/Portrait, History,
War/Peace, Arts/Culture

ORIGINAL LANGUAGES
German, English

PREMIERE
Germany (2023)

WORLD SALES
NEW DOCS
Dasselstr. 75-77
50674 Köln
Germany
sales@newdocs.de
http://www.newdocs.de

PRODUCTION COMPANY
k22 Film & Entertainment
Poststraße 37
55126 Mainz
Germany
info@k22film.de
http://k22film.de/impressum/

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/new-docs/
mailto:sales@newdocs.de
http://www.newdocs.de
https://german-documentaries.de/companies/k22-film-entertainment/
mailto:info@k22film.de
http://k22film.de/impressum/
https://german-documentaries.de/films/hans-hass-pioneer-of-the-deep/

