FROM WHERE THEY STOOD

by Christophe Cognet

SYNOPSIS

As men and women desperately attempted to pass images of

hell on to us, we have a duty to look at them. From these un-
precedented photographs, taken secretly by deportees at the
risk of their lives, we are bound to wonder how we could
imagine the events of which they bear the incomplete and fleet-
ing traces. This film is putting together an archeology of images
as actions, conducting a worried exploration of the capacity and
lack of the human imagination when confronted to the most dis-
mal darkness. Such pictures are the only ones of which nature
derives decisively from an equal status of authors and subjects.
Deportees managed to take such clandestine photographs in at
least five camps, from 1943 to the autumn of 1944: Dachau, Mit-
telbau-Dora, Buchenwald, Auschwitz- Birkenau et Ravensbrlck.
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