FREE STATE MIDPOINT
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SYNOPSIS

Free State Midpoint portraits the hermit Ernst Otto Karl Grass-
mé, who was a victim of eugenics. During the Nazi regime he

was forcibly sterilized and disenfranchised. As a result he spent
the rest of his life in the woods. His letters to a teenage girl from
the neighbourhood and records of prolonged legal battles pro-
vide insight into his struggle for a dignifed life. It continued in
post-war Germany, which refused to give him recognition and
reparation. Using a transzendental style the film raises the ques-
tion what a dignified life looks like and how it depends on socie-
tal circumstances.

"The film has shaken me deeply. It is impossible not to get
drawn into it. Because what is told to us is not delivered by com-
mentary, but in the voices of the victimised. | feel a responsibili-
ty and | am ashamed of the justice system, which, even after
1945, shamelessly continued to exercise the Nazi-Justice
(Hereditary Health Law) in the Federal Republic of Germany -
until 1991.
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