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SYNOPSIS

He was a patron of science and a reformer on the one hand, a

brutal power-seeker on the other. Frederick |l of Hohenstaufen,
king and Holy Roman Emperor from 1212 to 1250, was a man full
of contradictions.

He was a patron of science, a reformer, and might even be
called the first modern ruler. Frederick Il of Hohenstaufen, ruler
of the Holy Roman Empire from 1212 to 1250, was an exception-
al figure on the Roman-German imperial throne. Born and
raised in the multi- ethnic state of Sicily, his reign was influ-
enced by Byzantine and Norman traditions that allowed Jews
and Muslims a large degree of freedom. All the royal houses in
Europe are said to have looked up to him in awe. He saw himself
as successor to the Roman emperors and ruler by the grace of
God - a notion that was bound to collide with the Pope’s claim
to universal power. Frederick waged a bitter battle to maintain
his power with five different popes. The Church excommunicat-
ed him several times and branded him a heretic...
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