FLYING TIGERS

by Madhusree Dutta

SYNOPSIS

Spurred by her Alzheimer’s-afflicted mother’s strange evocation

of home-invading tigers, filmmaker Madhusree Dutta travels to
Assam, India. Here, she learns about the Flying Tigers: US air-
craft that transferred military supplies during WW!II across the
perilous Himalayas, from Assam to Kunming in China. So begins
a globetrotting, decades-spanning docufiction essay on the hu-
man-scale experience of monumental logistical phenomena,
featuring small histories that unfold in the quiet shadows of His-
tory writ large. Teaming up with Kunming-born media theorist
Mi You and Assam-based researcher Purav Goswami, Dutta con-
trasts the smooth international flow of goods today with increas-
ing restrictions on people’s movement across borders. Her film
reveals how lived realities of frontier populations have always
been fluid and malleable, refusing the homogeneity demanded
by cartographic political imagination. Appropriately, Dutta
adopts a heterogeneous, genre-defying form, mixing inter-
views,...
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