EUROPE'S NEW BEGINNING - JOHANNES HOFFMANN AND SAARLAND

by Boris Penth

SYNOPSIS

The film approaches the journalist and politician Johannes Hoff-

mann, his time as the first prime minister of Saarland and the ref-
erendum in 1955. These years that have greatly polarized the
population of Saarland, were groundbreaking for the beginn-
ings of political Europe after the Second World War. Especially
in the anniversary year of the Elysée Treaty, it is important to re-
member that the beginning of the Franco-German reconcilia-
tion and efforts to achieve a political Europe have also taken
here in Saarland their way. The failure of Saarlands indepen-
dence in the 50s was still the beginning of a major European po-
litical unification.
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