ERICH KAESTNER - THE OTHER FACE

by Annette Baumeister

SYNOPSIS

As children we practically devoured ‘The Flying Classroom’,
‘"Emil and the Detectives’, and ‘The Parent Trap’ - with a flash-
light under the covers. Today we ask ourselves, who was this

man, Erich Kastner, who always smiled at us from the photo-
graph on the book jacket? What kind of person resides behind
the cheerful, witty, and at times aggressive facade? What is the
deal with ‘his doppelganger’ and the ‘other Erich’ that he fre-
quently talks and writes about? At first appearance Erich Kastn-
er seems to be a transparent person, easy to grasp: a clever scep-
tic, who's every spoken and written word can be taken with a
grain of salt. A lyrical chronologist, who never wants to stop be-
lieving “that people could become better, if you entreat them,
insult them, and laugh at them often enough.” He was an excep-
tionally gifted children’s author who absorbs and records chil-
dren’s urban slang and haunts like no other. His clear language
and sober humour has...
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