POLITICS ARE PERSONAL

by Indira Geisel

SYNOPSIS

As right-wing support grows in Europe, the German center-left
politician Thomas Geisel fights to keep himself and his leftist-lib-
eral party from sliding into irrelevance. Searching for politics

that make sense to him, the former mayor of Dusseldorf joins a
new left-wing populist party that wants to win back the working
class. To his 93-year-old father, a lifelong social democrat, this is
a betrayal. In this first-person documentary his daughter follows
the campaign and family. Just a cockfight of established men?
Or a search for where one belongs when the world changes?
Director's Comment:

In Politics are Personal, | try to show how our political lives play
out in our private spaces and personal dreams. My aim — in form
as much as in content — is radical honesty and openness, which
| believe could do our stagnant political culture a great deal of
good. | want to tell the story of how | experience politics within
my family: as identity and second nature, as a profession you
can't...
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