DYING DEMOCRACIES - EUROPE IN DECLINE

by Richard C. Schneider

SYNOPSIS

The state of Europe is bad. Right-wing populists are coming ev-
er closer to power or have already taken it over. The fatal thing
about this is that we only seem to realize, that a state is becom-
ing autocratic, reactionary or even a dictatorship when it is al-
most too late. In this two-part documentary, we will look at Hun-

gary, Italy, the Netherlands and France, four countries that have
already embarked on the path to illiberal democracy. What
were or are the strategies used in these countries to destroy
democracy - and do these steps possibly also serve as a
blueprint for other countries?

RISE OF THE POPULISTS

Right-wing populists are on the rise around the world and are
jeopardising liberal democracies. The issues they use to cam-
paign are always similar: against migrants, against elites, in
favour of the nation. Using the Netherlands and France as exam-
ples, the film shows how successful right-wing populists are in
gaining power. In the Netherlands, Geert Wilders was able to
form a...
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