DRILLING FOR ART

by Christian Schidlowski (Christoph Tubbenthal)

SYNOPSIS

If your country has no cultural history, can you simply buy one?
The ruling family of Dubai certainly thinks so - and has ordered
everything under the sun to make the desert bloom. With exclu-
sive access, Drilling For Art goes behind the scenes of the Dubai
Culture and Arts Authority which has launched an ambitious

plan to create the entire culture of the state from scratch. It in-
vestigates Dubai’s brand-new museums and art galleries, and
talks to the consultants who are responsible for the flourishing
of culture in the wealthiest 4,114 km?2 of sand in the world. Is this
drive for culture purely a drive to become a major financial play-
er in the fast growing global commodity that is art? And will the
ripples of the economic downturn reach as far as this oil-rich
Emirate? World Sales: TCF International 375 City Road London
EC1V INB, United Kingdom tel: +44 (0) 20-78373000 fax +44
(0) 20-72788833 int@tvf.co.uk
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