DEAD BIRDS FLYING HIGH

by Sonje Storm

SYNOPSIS

Birds, bugs and butterflies: The collection of northern German
farmer and photographer Jirgen Friedrich Mahrt (1882 -1940)
is odd and a little bit uncanny. The documentary Dead Birds Fly-
ing High explores the quiet eccentric’s life and work. In 1919 he
began to photograph the local flora and fauna and started to ob-
serve the extinction of species.

In a northern German attic: boxes of pinned butterflies, careful-
ly hand-coloured photographs of the local flora and fauna, hun-
dreds of stuffed and dusty birds - Jirgen Friedrich Mahrt
(1882-1940) did a great job. His collections echo a present that
doesn’t exist anymore. And yet all signs of an ecological crisis
can be found buried in them.

Dead or alive? There is an uncanny element in Jirgen Friedrich
Mahrt's photos: One can’t always be sure whether the animal
captured in the frame is the result of hours of waiting or just a
specimen staged to look lifelike. The ripples around the duck on
the pond are missing, the bird of...
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