DAVID BAILEY, FOUR BEATS TO THE BAR AND NO CHEATING

by Jéréme de Missolz

SYNOPSIS

David Bailey, the super-cool, super-talented fashion photogra-
pher who was the model for the lead role (played by David Hem-
mings) in Michelangelo Antonioni's 1966 classic film Blow-up, is
now over 70. He is still active as a photographer, both in the
fashion and art worlds. Director Jérdbme De Missolz was permitt-
ed to film him from pretty close up. We see Bailey in his home,
with his wife and children, and in discussions with his friends.
We are also witness to the inception of a new photography pro-
ject on his home turf, the East End of London. Bailey turns out
to be an artist with no time for pretentiousness or over-compli-
cated theorizing about his art. "Four beats to the bar and no
cheating" is one of his favorite quotations from his hero Count
Basie. In his photographs, this approach leads to the transpar-
ent style for which he has become famous. If possible, we can
even forget we are looking at a photo, let alone a beautiful, ex-
ceptionally composed or creatively arranged photo....
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