COUNTDOWN ON RIVER XINGU V

by Martin Kessler

SYNOPSIS

In May 2016 Brazil’s president, Dilma Rousseff, officially opened
Belo Monte, the world’s third largest dam at the River Xingu, a
tributary of the River Amazon. To this end, parts of the rain for-
est were cleared, fishermen and indigenous communities were
displaced and 40.000 people forcefully relocated so that elec-
tric energy can be generated for multinational aluminium manu-
facturing companies as well as for the emerging economy of
Brazil. “All this goes against the law”, says the public prosecutor.
The film informs about the penultimate construction phase of
this megadam: the flooding of the land. It reveals how all this
came about and what went on behind the scenes. It reports on
the huge corruption scandal surrounding “Petrobas” implicating
major Brazilian construction companies.

Those are the very companies that built “Belo Monte” - as well
as the stadiums for the Olympic Games.

“Without corruption” Belo Monte would never would never
have happened”, says...
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