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SYNOPSIS
Even in 1993 Vulkan manager Josef Klar warned about contain-
er ships with more than 6.000 TEU. A TEU is a standard contain-
er with a length of 20 feet. Klar claimed that vessels of this size
could not be competitive. The largest container vessels built to-
day  carry  8,000 TEU,  have a  length of  335 metres  and a  width
of  over  42  metres,  corresponding  to  3  football  fields.  These
giants  are  driven  by  the  biggest  diesel  engines  possible  nowa-
days, with nearly 100,000 hp, and are designed for a high speed
of  24.5  knots.  Compared  to  medium-sized  vessels  the  use  of
8000 TEU container ships reduce the costs of carriage to more
than  10%.  But  the  question  is  still:  What  does  this  economiza-
tion  on  the  one  hand  and  the  enlargement  of  the  ships  on  the
other hand mean for the construction of the ports, for the crew
and  for  the  logistics?  The  documentary  shows  how  an  8000
TEU ship leaves the doc in Japan and in Hamburg. Further it out-
-looks the dimension up to which these developments will  lead
us…
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