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SYNOPSIS
Pope Benedict XVI, born Joseph Aloisius Ratzinger, is the 265th
Pope.  On  his  first  official  visit  in  his  native  Germany  as  the
sovereign  of  the  Vatican  City  State  and  the  leader  of  the
Catholic  Church,  all  official  media  are  concentrated  on  this
unique  event.  But  in  Thomas  Heise's  film  we  do  not  get  to  see
any  of  the official  pictures.  What  we see is  how the machine of
the state exercising its control functions. (visionsdureel)
The  motorway  has  been  shut.  Mobile  fences  dissect  the  lands-
cape.  Helicopters  keep  abreast  of  the  situation  above  maize
fields  and  freshly  ploughed  farmland.  Rows  of  portable  toilets
line the edge of the forest; others are grouped in compact, rec-
tangular units out on the fields. Police stand in front. Helicopter
landing  pads  have  been  set  up,  roads  laid  across  the  country-
side,  broadcasting  towers  erected  and  containers  stacked  on
top  of  each  other.  Stages  are  being  constructed;  police  cadets
march  to  and  fro.  Down  on  the  red  carpet,  the  minister  presi-
dent and…
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