COMPETING AIRPORTS IN THE SEA

by Michael Wolff (fact+film)

SYNOPSIS

Kansai was the first airport built at great effort and expense in
the sea. The gigantic structure and symbol of sophisticated Ja-
panese engineering, which started operation on a man-made is-
land measuring five square kilometres in 1994, soon made nega-
tive headlines, however. The island slowly started to sink. In
spite of the disaster in Kansai, several Asian airports followed its
example. The new “Incheon” airport in Korea, the “Chek Lap
Kok” airport in Hong Kong as well as the “Changi” airport in Sin-
gapore. How do things look at these new constructions? Are
there similar problems to those in Japan?
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