CHRONOS - FLOW OF TIME

by Volker Koepp

SYNOPSIS

“Sarmatische Zeit” (Sarmatian Time) is the name of a poetry col-
lection by Johannes Bobrowski, which becomes a personal, lyri-
cal leitmotif for Volker Koepp in this visually striking, far-reach-
ing exploration of the region between the Baltic Sea and the
Black Sea, along the Memel, Dnister and Pruth rivers. It is a
place of different origins, longings and crimes: a melting pot for
myriad cultures and affiliations, a point of reference and refuge
for over half a century in the work of the great chronicler and
the setting of repeated cruelties and destruction. Returning to
his own oeuvre with companions old and new becomes a simul-
taneous process of looking back and bringing things up to date.
Like the arms of a delta, connections to German history and the
entire European context are created, between past and present.
And for a long while, time seems to stand terribly still within this
flow, for since the start of the Russian war against Ukraine in
2022, the echo of the experience of...
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