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SYNOPSIS
The  documentary  film  Chinafrika.mobile  is  tracking  the  life  cy-
cle of a mobile phone. From its birth in the mines in the Kolwezi,
DR Congo, to its manufacturing in Chinese factories in the Pearl
River  Delta  to  its  use  and  death  in  the  markets  and  recycling
dumps  in  Lagos,  Nigeria,  the  mobile  phone  camera  sends  im-
ages  of  its  global  journey  to  the  viewer's  mobile  phone  display.
It was filmed by miners, factory employees, dealers and electron-
ic scrap collectors at the original locations in Congo, China and
Nigeria. Four short documentary films show the work on the de-
vice that shapes our everyday life.
China and Africa act as driving forces for the economic, political
and  cultural  future  of  globalization  and  the  mobile  phone  is
their important link. Starting with the extraction of raw materials
in Sambia and Kongo to the production near the Chinese Pearl
River Delta, devices are moved on to Alaba market in Lagos, the
largest  distributor  in  West  Africa  for  electric  devices  produced
in…
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dokumentART Neubrandenburg
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CAST AND CREW
DIRECTOR Daniel Kötter · PRODUCER Daniel Kötter

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
The  film  Chinafrika.mobile  is  a  subproject  of  a  four-year  re-
search and art project that I conducted between 2014 and 2017
with curator and author Jochen Becker in nine African countries
between Algeria and South Africa,  as well  as in Hong Kong and
China. In 2017 - under the title Chinafrika. Under construction -
it  resulted  in  an  exhibition  in  the  gallery  for  contemporary  art
Leipzig with 40 African, Chinese and European artists.
Over a period of four years, we have studied the growing politi-
cal,  economic  and  cultural  encounters  between  China  and  the
African continent, and what this could mean for a repositioning
in  the  European  self-image.  The  Sino-African  phenomenon  is
not just a geostrategic event among governments and corpora-
tions that is leading to a massive expansion of infrastructure on
the African continent, and also to the deliberate use of soft pow-
er  -  what  some  adamantly  call  neo-colonialism  -  but  it  is  also  a
mover of individual lifestyles of migrant workers, retailers…

2018
38 min

FORMAL CATEGORIES
Current Affairs,
Ecology/Environment, Economy,
Politics, Social issues
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Germany (2018)
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