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SYNOPSIS
Ulrike  Ottinger’s  latest  film  Chamisso’s  Shadow  brought  her  to
remote regions of the Bering Sea. The wind, waves, and an inter-
est in the people took her to the Kamchatka and Chukchi Penin-
sulas, Alaska, and the Aleutian Islands. Here, far in the north, the
Eurasian  and  the  North  American  continent  meet,  offering  the
eye spectacular ocean and volcanic landscapes with related eth-
nicities  and cultures that  are shaped by a  long story of  colonial
oppression  and  yet  have  maintained  elements  of  their  indige-
nous language and their ancient knowledge. The economic and
geopolitical interests of the residents collide with those of glob-
al politics.
Inspired by historical reports of famous explorers such as Alexan-
der von Humboldt,  Georg Wilhelm Steller,  Reinhold and Georg
Forster,  and  especially  Adelbert  von  Chamisso,  Ulrike  Ottinger
went on a journey.  Like her predecessors,  she kept her own log
and  shot  impressive  footage  of  the  landscape,  plants,  and  ani-
mals of the people living there. With…
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