BREAKTHROUGH STAGE

by Sebastian Bergfeld, Kim Munster

SYNOPSIS

People with disabilities on the theatre stage are still an absolute

exception. Lucy and Yulia set an example. The film accompanies
the two talented actors on their path to professional theatre.
Breakthrough Stage follows the trials and tribulations, the obsta-
cles and triumphs of Lucy and Yulia, two women who face spe-
cial challenges in their professions because of their physical disa-
bilities. They are both at the start of their careers and deter-
mined to perform in professional German repertory theatre.
They want to become state-recognised actors. But they are not
just two talented actors with disabilities. The women’s determi-
nation, energy and courage command attention on stage and
on screen, impacting many levels of social perception. Their suc-
cessful entry into professional German theatre is a profound
statement against the accepted norms of a world where fashion,
profit and sexism dictate the aesthetics of the female body. Lu-
cy and Yulia embody an “otherness” in terms of...
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