
BECAUSE I WAS A PAINTER
by Christophe Cognet

SYNOPSIS
"I hardly dare say it, but for a painter, the beauty of it was incredi-
ble.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  to  reproduce,  represent  and
show it, in order to preserve it for the future."  ( Zoran Music, sur-
vivor from Dachau) The film conducts an unprecedented investi-
gation  of  secretely  created  artworks  in  Nazi  concentration  and
death camps.  It  converses  with the rare handful  of  living artists
who  survived  the  camps  and  with  those  who  curate  their  art:
about  the  emotions  the  works  conjure,  their  marginalization,
their signatures or anonymity, their style, as well as the represen-
tation  of  horror  and  extermination.  But  perhaps  above  all,  it
takes a  long look at  the drawings,  wash drawings and paintings
held in collections in France, Germany, Israel, Poland, Czech Re-
public,  Belgium  and  Switzerland.  While  transiting  among  these
fragments of clandestine images and the vestiges of the camps,
the  film  offers  a  sensitive  quest  amid  faces,  bodies  and  lands-
capes to explore the notion of artwork…
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