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SYNOPSIS
AQUARELA  takes  audiences  on  a  deeply  cinematic  journey
through  the  transformative  beauty  and  raw  power  of  water.
Filmed  at  a  rare  96  frames-per-second  for  96  frames-per-se-
cond projection,  the film is  a  visceral  wake-up call  that  humans
are  no  match  for  the  sheer  force  and  capricious  will  of  Earth’s
most  precious  element.  From  the  precarious  frozen  waters  of
Russia’s Lake Baikal to Miami in the throes of Hurricane Irma to
Venezuela’s  mighty  Angels  Falls,  water  is  AQUARELA’S  main
character, with director Victor Kossakovsky capturing her many
personalities in startling visual detail.
A  documentary  by  Victor  Kossakowsky.  Produced  by  Ma.ja.de.
Filmproduktions  GmbH,  Aconite  Productions  Ltd.  and  Danish
Documentary. In co-production with Louverture Films and RBB
in association with arte, Cactus World Films, Rio Negro Produc-
cione and Ánorâk Film.  Supported by Mitteldeutscher Medien-
förderung,  Creative  Scotland,  British  Film  Institute,  Medien-
board Berlin-Brandenburg, DFFF, Danish…

FESTIVALS
among others:
2020
LOLA@Berlinale — shortlisted for DEUTSCHER FILMPREIS
DOKUMENTARFILM [German FilmAward]
shortlistied for — 92nd Academy Awards OSCAR®
2019
CPH:DOX Copenhagen, 34 DOK.fest Munich, 30 Int. Filmfest
Emden Norderney
2018
75 FF Venice, 62 BFI London Film Festival, 14 Zurich FF,
Viennale, 61 DOK Leipzig

CAST AND CREW
DIRECTOR Victor Kossakovsky · PRODUCER Heino Deckert
(MA.JA.DE Filmproductions), Aimara Reques (Aconite
Productions Ltd. ), Sigrid Dyekjær (Danish Filmproductions) ·
SCREENPLAY Victor Kossakovsky, Aimara Reques · SCORE Eicca
Toppinen · SOUND Alexander Dudarev · EDITOR Victor
Kossakovsky, Molly Malene Stensgaard, Ainara Vera · DOP
Victor Kossakovsky, Ben Bernhard

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
Looking back, it seems that for my whole life I have been prepar-
ing to make AQUARELAa. Almost 50 years ago, when I was just
four  years  old,  I  spent  one  summer  in  a  small  village  between
Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg.  In  that  village  was  the  source  of  a
river. A man who lived there, Mikhail Belov, said to me, “Imagine
Victor, if you made a little boat from wood chip and leaves, then
put  it  in  this  river,  it  would  float  on  the  water  to  the  North  Sea
and then around the world.”
I  returned  to  that  village  25  years  later  to  shoot  my  film,
BELOVY,  which  is  about  the  people  who  live  at  the  source  of
the river. The first episode was exactly as Mikhail had described
to  me:  I  put  my  camera  into  a  little  boat  and  I  made  an  almost
1,000  km  journey  from  that  village  to  the  sea.  For  this  river
scene I used a song from one of Raj Kapoor’s films. I had chosen
this song, without knowing Hindi, simply because of its powerful
energy,  which  fit  well  with  my  river  episode.  A  few  years  later,
and after…
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FORMAL CATEGORIES
Adventure, Nature/Animals,
Ecology/Environment, POV,
Travelling, Science

ORIGINAL LANGUAGES
English, Russian, Spanish

PREMIERE
Venice, Italy (2018)

PRODUCTION COMPANY
Ma.ja.de. Filmproduktions GmbH
Pfaffendorfer Str. 26
04105 Leipzig
Germany
leipzig@majade.de
https://majade.de/

DISTRIBUTED BY
Neue Visionen Filmverleih
GmbH
Schliemannstr. 5
10437 Berlin
Germany
info@neuevisionen.de
http://www.neuevisionen.de

LINKS / REFERENCE
CO-PRODUCTION
COMPANIES
Aconite Productions
https://www.aconiteproducti…
DD—DANISH DOCUMENTARY
http://danishdocumentary.co…
LOUVERTURE FILMS
http://www.louverturefilms….
DISTRIBUTION Germany
NEUE VISIONEN
http://www.neuevisionen.de/…
http://en.majade.de/films/a…
TRAILER
https://youtu.be/3xAIuDF25k…
PRESS:
https://www.hollywoodreport…
https://variety.com/2018/fi…
https://variety.com/2018/fi…
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