
AN OPEN MIND
by Peter Nestler

SYNOPSIS
The  Film  presents  artists  of  the  Sinti  and  Roma  who  shape  the
trauma  of  persecution  and  very  personal  experiences  in  their
works.  They  use  a  wide  variety  of  forms  of  expression  and
means, but what they all have in common is an open view.  Peter
Nestler succeeds in making this tangible by meeting them with-
out cultural fixations and at eye level.
Gitta Martl and her daughter Nicole Sevik read short texts in me-
mory of  the Sinti  and Roma incarcerated in the Upper Austrian
'gypsy detention camp' in Weyer. All that remains of these peo-
ple is a series of 32 colour slides. Dr Alois Staufer photographed
them in the spring of 1941. Six months later, the detainees were
deported to Poland, where they were executed. Author Ludwig
Laher  dedicated  almost  20  years  of  painstaking  research  into
meticulously reconstructing the victims’ and perpetrators’ lives.
Ceija Stojka was an Austrian author, painter, dancer, activist and
survivor of the Nazi concentration camps in Auschwitz, Ravens-
brück and…
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Peter  Nestler  on  the  films  INJUSTICE  AND  RESISTANCE  and
AN OPEN MIND
In  the  sixties  I  learned  of  this  constant  injustice,  was  made
aware of  it,  especially  by the works of  the painter  Otto Pankok,
whom I  met in 1965,  and by the social  work of  Birgitta Wolf,  by
the writings of Hermann Langbein, who was one of the main wit-
nesses in the Auschwitz trial.
I learned about the uninterrupted discrimination against the mi-
nority  in  Germany  and  Austria,  where  everything  revolved
around reconstruction, about economic advancement.
The  war  crimes  were  put  to  rest,  and  the  many  perpetrators,
former  SS  members  and  criminal  police  officers,  as  well  as  the
›racial  hygiene  researchers‹,  returned  to  their  offices  and  posi-
tions, continued to discriminate and exclude the Sinti and Roma
for decades. In 1970 I made the film »Being Gypsy«, which gave
people of the minority an opportunity to tell about their experi-
ences.
The new films, »Injustice and Resistance« and »The Open View«,
are an extensive…
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