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SYNOPSIS
It  was  the  night  of  February  13th  1945  when  Dresden  was  de-
stroyed in an airstrike. And with it vanished semper opera, Dres-
den´s  heart  of  culture.  Nothing  but  it´s  impressive  front  re-
mained and turned the former legendary opera house into a sin-
gle  memorial  -until  it´s  reconstruction  was  pushed  through  by
the  Dresdeners  30  years  later.  The  laying  of  the  foundations  in
1977 meant the beginning of  an adventure for  hundreds of  res-
torers,  artists,  and  plasterers.  It  was  a  challenging  experience:
The original building plans and drafts had been lost and the leg-
endary colouring was only documented in letters. An exception-
ally difficult task was awarded to the stucco plasterers who man-
ufactured the stucco marble  and stucco-lustro.  These were es-
sential  for  the  accurate  historical  reconstruction  of  the  foyers
and  vestibules  and  the  reproduction  of  their  architectural
effects.  Those  long-forgotten  crafts  had  to  be  re-learned.  Also,
the long-term lack of material, a result of the GDR’s…
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