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SYNOPSIS
We  think  the  life  of  an  insect  is  short  and  insignificant.  How
much  can  you  possibly  experience  during  a  life  span  of  6-
weeks?  And  aren’t  beehives  the  epitome  of  the  ‘collective’  –
thousands of dumb worker bees in the service of a queen bee?
The  latest  science,  however,  paints  a  completely  different  pic-
ture: bee colonies are not as homogeneous as we believe, but in-
stead  full  of  ‘individuals’  with  very  different  tasks,  abilities  and
even  preferences.  There  are  courageous,  cowardly  and  –  yes  –
lazy bees. And every single bee faces the challenges of its life –
finding  flowers,  fighting  hornets  and  finding  the  right  place  to
build a nest.
A bee’s life may last only 6 weeks, but for them that’s a lifetime.
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