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SYNOPSIS
First  we  hear  a  crackling  sound,  then  a  diffuse  orange  light
glows in the darkness. A siren growing louder and the sound of a
helicopter  instantly  mark the scene as a  place of  danger.  There
is a fire. First in the distance, a moment later everywhere. Trees
and  palms  go  up  in  flames.  The  fire’s  power  is  immense.  The
firefighters  and  everyone  else  who  is  fighting  the  wildfires
around Los Angeles act with remarkable calm. Nobody is  runn-
ing, the communication chain is working smoothly, TV reporters
are  broadcasting  live,  helpers  are  setting  up  emergency  shel-
ters,  taking  care  of  injured  animals,  cutting  fire  lines  in  front  of
neighbours’ homes. A tried-and-tested routine, efficiency and a
great willingness to help.  The crisis  seems to bring out the best
in  the  people.  This  uncommented  observation  is  also  a  tribute
to  their  commitment.  But  the  longer  it  goes  on,  the  more  the
question  arises  why  solidarity  and  sustainable  action  seem  to
work in emergencies, while it seems impossible to…
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